4. WHEN WE SERVE PEOPLE, JESUS TAKES IT PERSONALLY

Matthew 25:40 (NKJV)

And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did it

to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’
Serving from the heart goes beyond duty. It becomes worship.

Every person we serve becomes an opportunity
to express our love for Jesus in tangible form.

4b. JESUS HIMSELF MODELED SERVANT GREATNESS
Mark 10:45 (NKJV)
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a
ransom for many.”

Serving does not diminish greatness in the Kingdom; serving defines it.
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God accomplishes His purposes through people
who make themselves available to Him.

1. GOD GIVES THE INCREASE, BUT HE USES PEOPLE TO PLANT
AND WATER

1 Corinthians 3:6 (NKJV)

| planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.

1 Corinthians 3:7 (NKJV)

So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the
increase.

We cannot manufacture the increase, but God expects us to
faithfully plant and water what He places in our hands.

1b. WE ARE CO-WORKERS WITH GOD

1 Corinthians 3:9 (NKJV)
For we are God'’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.

"We serve alongside God—but under His command.”

"God calls us co-workers, not co-authors.
We labor with Him; He leads the way."

"We're His partners in the field, His soldiers in the ranks—
He gives the orders; we carry them out."”

Serving is therefore more than filling a position.
We are working together with God in something eternal.

Ministry is the privilege of placing our
hands alongside what God is already doing.



2. EVERY PART OF THE BODY MATTERS

1 Corinthians 12:18 (NKJV)
But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.

When every member functions properly,
the entire church becomes stronger.

The strength of a church is not found only in the gifts on the platform
but in the faithfulness throughout the body.

Don’t measure your significance by visibility.
Ask, “Am | supplying what God placed me here to supply?”

2b. EVERY PART OF THE BODY HAS SOMETHING TO SUPPLY

Ephesians 4:16 (NKJV)

from whom (Christ) the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

Something happens when people move from attending church to becoming
contributing members of the body. The church becomes stronger.

When every person supplies their part,
the difference made is visible and powerful.

3. PEOPLE WHO LABOR AMONG US SHOULD BE HONORED

1 Thessalonians 5:12 (NKJV)

And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in
the Lord and admonish you,

1 Thessalonians 5:13 (NKJV)

and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among
yourselves.

We give God the glory while giving
faithful people the honor Scripture says they deserve.

3b. OUT DO ONE ANOTHER IN SHOWING HONOR

Romans 12:10 (NKJV)
Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to
one another;

A healthy church develops a culture where
people celebrate one another rather than compete with one another.

Honor creates an atmosphere where people are encouraged to keep planting seed in
others’ lives.



